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RGE T. FRY, Chattanooga's 
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(porter, now a resident of New 

contributes the interesting 
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B TIMES and The News, re-
to New York some thirty 
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• any other of his notable con-
.ries figured in a similar 
Ir. Ochs's newspapers would 
ven fully the intimate per-
etails of the man and his 
hich serve always as an in-
l to the ambitious, 
-eight years ago this writer 

first newspaper lessons un-
direction of Mr. Ochs. A 

of a century more in watch-
remarkable career in New 

ty, added to this early train-
ee s the desire to override, 
, his expressed wishes, and to 
mall amount of the spotlight 
urned upon his contempora-
i the unwilling figure of the 
: It of the world's greatest 
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,nds of men in journalism to-
say nothing of the general 
vill be vitally interested in 
an story of Adolph S. Ochs, 
. I t can best be begun by 

a general balance sheet 
how his account stands with 
of the talents with which 
entrusted him during these 
rs. The first entry in that 
lomes in the form of a letter 
uction given to him by his 
, when, at 17, he left his 
; Knoxville, Tenn., deter-

with whom he may come in 
contact. 

1 8 9 8 -A-nd' f o r t h e second entry, 
one must permit Grover 

Cleveland, then President of the 
United States, to write. When, in 
1896, Mr. Ochs left Chattanooga to 
assume the management of THE NEW 
YORK TIMES, P r e s i d e n t C l e v e l a n d , 
writing from the White House, said: 

* * * His management of 'The 
Chattanooga Times has demon-
strated such a faithful adherence 
to Democratic principles, and he 
has so bravely supported the 
ideas and policies which tend to 
the safety of our country, as well 
as our party, that I would be glad 
to see him in a larger sphere of 
usefulness. * 

"} § 9 6 B i s h ° P Charles Todd Quin-
"*" * tard of the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Tennessee wrote the third 
entry in the account thus: 

* * * F i r s t o f a l l ; h e [ M r _ 

Ochs] is a gentleman—a gentle-
man of exalted worth, a charac-
ter without reproach—almost, if 
not quite, without a peer in the 
State of Tennessee as a practical 
newspaper man. He is enterpris-
ing, industrious and successful. 

1 8 9 6 T ° t h i S e n t r 7 C a P t a i n H -
S. Chamberlain, esteemed 

the foremost citizen of Chattanooga 
in his time, added: 

* * * I have been intimately 
acquainted with Mr. Ochs for the 
past twenty years and can say 
conscientiously that no man 
stands higher in the general esti-
mation as a man of integrity 
and high moral character. H e 
has the confidence of the people 
and has no taint attached to 
him either socially or morally in 
this community. He is a Demo-
crat in politics, but party obliga-
tion rests very lightly upon his 
shoulders. He never hesitates if 
he thinks it for the best interests 
of the people to work with the 
opposite party if thereby he can, 
in his judgment, best serve the 
public interest. Differing with 
him as I do in politics, I never 
hesitate to counsel with him on 
important local or State matters. 
His success is due very largely to 
his indomnitable perseverance, his 
rare business qualifications and 
the fact that his effort has always 
been to build up a newspaper and 
not an organ. Mr. Ochs is prompt 
and trustworthy in his financial 
transactions and will never disap-
point the expectations of his 
friends. 

1 8 Q f i On his departure from 
J-Ut/\_/. /-IV. nUn i-1.-

of Chattanooga one of its most valuable 
citizens. 

Mr. Ochs came to Chattanooga in 1877, 
when a youth of nineteen years, without 
money, friends or influence. Soon after, by 
his boldness, enterprise and ability, he ac-
quired the full ownership and control of The 
Chattanooga Times, then an obscure paper 
of little influence. But his consummate abil-
ity and untiring energy soon brought it to a 
leading position in the State; a recognized 
power in all matters domestic and politic: 
a first-class newspaper and a journal of 
highest merit. He made it one of the chief, 
if not the most important, factors in the 
rapid development and growth of the city. 

When Mr. Ochs came to Chattanooga there 
was not a foot of paved street in the town: 
it was without sidewalks or sewers, and 
most of the conveniences of life were un-
known. He leaves it a beautiful city of 
50,000 inhabitants and better because he has 
lived in it. 

As a member of this Chamber of Com-
merce he has been always active and effi-
cient in every movement here devised to in-
crease the growth and prosperity of the com-
munity. His charities were large, though 
unostentatious. He believed that the best 
kindness was to give labor an honest oppor-
tunity to make a dollar and carried it into 
extensive practice. 

It is therefore the opinion of this chamber 
that no man who ever lived in the city of 
Chattanooga has had a more potential or 
beneficial influence upon its fortunes than 
Adolph S. Ochs. 

While regretting his loss, we take pleasure 
in the knowledge that his worth has been 
appreciated in his selection to stand at the 
head of the staff of one of the greatest 
newspapers in the United States, and we do 

Resolve, That Adolph S. Ochs be, and he 
is hereby constituted, a life member of this 
chamber, and that a suitably engrossed copy 
hereof, signed by the President and Secre-
tary of this chamber, be forwarded to him, 

GARNETT ANDREWS, 
THEODORE RICHMOND, 
B. L. GOULDING, 
H. S. CHAMBERLAIN, 
•lOHN W. FAXON. 

When The Times Building in Chat-
tanooga was opened the county exec-
utives took cognizance of the event 
and advantage of the opportunity to 
pass the following resolution that is 
framed and hanging on the wall of 
Mr. Ochs's private office in New 
York: 

W h e r e a s THE CHATTANOOGA 
TIMES, under the able and pro-
gressive management of Adolph 
S. Ochs, has for the past f i fteen 
years been a most important and 
influential factor in the growth 
and prosperity of Hamilton Coun-
ty and foremost identified in near-
ly every public and private move-

ment having in view the welfare 
of the county; and 

W h e r e a s THE TIMES i s a b o u t t o 
enter its new home, an edifice 
which in itself is an ornament to 
the county and an object of pride 
to all our citizens, because of its 
being one of the handsomest pri-
vate buildings in the State, if not 
in the South: 

Resolved, That the County Court 
of Hamilton County take the occa-
sion of the opening of the hand-
some new building to express LO 
t h e m a n a g e m e n t of THE TIMES 
its appreciation of the great and 
good work it has done and con-
tinues to do in promoting the ma-
terial interests of the county and 
esteems it a matter of congratula-
tion that the county has so suc-
cessful, able and enterprising a 
newspaper, whose powerful influ-
ence has always been generously 
given to all good purposes and to 
wish it continued prosperity: 

Resolved, That we recognize in 
t h e s u c c e s s of THE TIMES w h a t a 
great reward this county offers to 
pluck and perseverence when in-
telligently applied in worthy en-
terprise. 

Resolved, That a cooy of these 
resolutions be engrossed and pre-
s e n t e d to THE TIMES. 

H. WHITESIDE, Judge. 
Attest: J. H. Messick, County 

Court Clerk. 

1 9 2 4 j u m p s a n ° t h e r quar-
ter of a century, during 

which The New York Times reached 
premier place in world journalism, 
for the next entry in the account, 
and here one finds in 1924 Dr. 
Nicholas Murray Butler, President 
of Columbia University, conferring 
upon Adolph S. Ochs the honorary 
degree of his institution in these 
words, which supplied another item 
of the accounting that estimated the 
boy, the small-town publisher and the 
head of the greatest newspaper in 
the world: 

* * * The master mind of the out-
standing triumph of modern jour-
nalism in any land; building on a 
firm foundation of sound prin-

ciple of large vision a great organ 
of public education and public 
opinion, which now has no equal 
in influence, which sets the stand-
ard of excellence for newsnaper 
service and the fair and adequate 
treatment of the world's news, 
and which faithfully represents 
the United States to the world 
and the world to the United 
States, I gladly admit you to the 
degree of Doctor of Laws. 

1 9 2 8 Then, topping the account 
of the Ochs stewardship of 

the talents that came into his keep-
ing f i f ty years ago, one must add the 
message of the editor and publisher 
of one of the largest and most im-
portant newspapers in the world, 
The Chicago Tribune—Colonel Rob 
ert R. McCormick. He wrote: 

Chicago Tribune, 
March 8, 1923. 

Dear Mr. Ochs—You are com-
pleting this year f i f ty years as an 
active journalist. It is an achieve-
ment in years alone that would 
deserve respect in the case of any 
man. In the case of Adolph Ochs 
it deserves more than mere re-
spect. Adolph Ochs—Ochs of THE 
TIMES—rounding out a half-cen-
tury of journalistic service, draws 
to himself as his rightful tribute 
a concert of affectionate admira-
tion from those who are privileged 
to call him friend and fellow-
craftsman. There are few in -jour-
nalism who can look back on f i f ty 
years spent in the profession, and 
none who can look back more 
proudly than you from the emi-
nence you have achieved. Eulo-
gies, I .know, are distasteful to 
one of your nature, but you must 
permit your friends, this once, to 
speak the sentiments they long 
have felt. 

You have seen the newspaper 
pass from the day of the editor to 
the day of the publisher. It is be-
cause you have been a great ex-
ample to both, because you have 
had the ability literally to grow 
with THE TIMES, that no list of 
the foremost editbrs and publish-
ers for the past many years has 
been complete unless it contained 

the name of Ochs among the very 
leaders in the profession. 

You have built up one of the 
greatest newspapers in the world 
and with it a reputation for profes-
sional integrity that is your high-
e s t h o n o r a n d THE TIMES g r e a t e s t 
asset. You have endowed THE 
TIMES through your editorship 
with a personality; its character 
is that of Ochs. Ochs and THE 
TIMES a r e s y n o n y m s , a n d t h e y 
stand for journalistic truths, cour-
age and sejjse of responsibility. 
Your reward has been a confi-
dence on the part of your readers 
such as it has been given few 
editors to enjoy. 

Your friends can wish you no 
honor in the future that you do 
not already enjoy in their estima-
tion. They can wish you no better 
future than that the future shall 
be a continuation of your past 
f i f ty years' achievement. 

Sincerely, 
ROBERT R. McCORMICK. 

1928 To this must be noted the 
following from the leading 

article in "The Thunderer," The 
London (England) Times, in its issue 
of March 12, 1928, the day of Mr. 
Ochs's seventieth birthday: 

* * * Seventy years ago today 
(March 12) there was born at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Adolph S. Ochs, 
destined to become one of the 
greatest forces for good in Amer-
ican journalism. * * * It was 
by no spectacular campaigns but 
by a methodical building up that 
Ochs made his newspaper one of 
the greatest in the world. * * * 
Ochs is sui generis among Amer-
ican newspaper owners in that 
he is first and last a journalist. 
If he ever had political aspira-
tions he has not disclosed them. 
He shrinks from the limelight, 
avoiding personal publicity like 
the plague. He has a notably 
competent staff to assist him, to 
whom he invariably credits the 
success of his paper. The influ-
ence that he has had on other 
newspapers in the United States 
is profound, and only the sim-
plicity of his ways and his mod-
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EXECUTIVE HEADS AND EDITORIAL STAFF. 

esty have kept it from being bet-
ter perceived. By hij own testi-
mony he is not a genius, but in 
that testimony he has for once be-
trayed his ideal for accuracy. 

1 9 2 1 T i l e h i g h e s t tribute comes 
from those who know him 

best and associated with him in hi3 
work and daily contact with him. 
Garet Garrett, one of the most bril-
liant editorial writers of the Amer-
ican press, for years on the staff of 
The New York Times, later editor-
in-chief of The New York Tribune 
and now the keenest and most ana-
lytical contributor of The Saturday 
Evening Post, wrote the following 
letter on the occasion of Mr. Ochs's 
twenty-fifth anniversary as owner 
and publisher of The New York 
Times. 

Pompton Lakes, N. J. 
Aug. 18, 1921. 

My Dear Mr. Ochs: 
Twenty-five years ago you be-

gan with The Times. Twenty-
four years ago you began with it. 
Ten years ago, five years ago, one 
year ago, yesterday, you began 
with it. That is what seems so 
wonderful to me. Each day you 
begin again with The Times and 
it is never finished. You do not 
say, "I have," but always, "We 
will." I remember once speaking 
to you of The Times as an insti-
tution; I wondered hew it felt to 
have done it. You stared at me 
and said: "But I haven't begun 
yet ." And The Times\ w a s then 
the most important newspaper in 
the country! 

It contains the true principle of 
life, which is the power of react-
ing instinctively to the ceaseless 
phenomena of environment. The 
environment of The Times is 
America; and America is un-
finished. 

A perfect issue of The Times, if 
that were conceivable to your 
restless spirit, would give you but 
a moment's happiness. For per-
fection is of this instant, tomor-
row is a new time, and tomorrow 
is where you live. 

Power that is not arbitrary, 
sympathy universal, intuition un-
failing and genius moreover— 
these are your attributes. 

Your health, great publisher! 
It is our concern. Cordially, 

GARET GARRETT. 

a business character. We quaff a 
glass of the wine to Mr. T.'s 
health and hope we may be af-
forded the same pleasure on our 
fiftieth anniversary. We here mod-
estly present the note: 
Dr. H. S. Thacher, a leading citi-

zen, wrote: 
Chattanooga., March 18, 1879. 

Mr. Adolph Ochs— 
Dear Sir: r-
Although it is rather late in con-

gratulating you upon becoming a 
"man," it is better late than 
never. 

I m u s t s a y if THE TIMES h a s 
been published by a "boy" since 
you became the purchaser until 
now, then I wish there were more 
"boys." Ever since the paper 
has been improving:, and now that 
it is published by a "man" it 
must more than improve. The 
writer has passed through nearly 
three of the epics which you have 
just passed (referring to the cele-
bration of Mr. Ochs's twenty-first 
birthday) and does not think that 
he knows as much now as he did 
when he reached his twenty-first 
year. 

I think that the good qualities 
that you show as a business man 
—as a publisher of a daily paper— 
as a citizen and a "man" general-
ly deserve the general support 
and hearty cooiieration of the 
community in general. 

May you live to see your paper 
numbering among the thousands 
in its daily circulation is the wish 
of yours truly, 

H. S. THACHER. 

1879 And' with the fear and 

trembling that marks one 
who stands under the shadow of 

I n , n l 

The New York pathway of the pub-
lisher has been marked from the 
very beginning by daring and suc-
cess. One finds him today, at 70, 
one of those unusual men who accept 
the Einstein idea that Time is merely 
relative, absolutely without signifi-
cance save for reference points. He 
pursues an active course, with no 
suggestion that he has lived long 
enough to celebrate a golden anni-
versary as a publisher, no matter at 
what age he began. 

Picture a man, dressed in the pre-
vailing mode, promptly at his office, 
fully in touch with its every angle, 
alive to the doings of the world 
and living in the Eternal Now. He 
tosses off large affairs with the dis-
patch of youth, pauses to give kindly 
advice, turns back to his grind, ad-
journs it to entertain an Ambassador 
or some world fierure. and is th^n 
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comprehend and faithful 
> execute whatever he may be 
ntrusted with. He is endowed 

with an intellect capable of reach-
ing the highest point in mental 
achievement. He is a very meri-
torious young man. \ s such, I 
cordially recommend him to all 

of C o m m e r c e of C h a t t a -To the Chamber 
nooga, Tenn.: 

Your committee, appointed to formulate an 
expression of the high regard of this cham-
ber for Mr. Adolph S. Ochs, one of its mem-
bers, who has been called to a wider field of 
usefulness, presents the following as a trib-
ute to his worth and ability: 

By the removal of Adolph S. Ochs to New 
York, this chamber has lost one of its best 
and most influential members, and the city 

EXPANSION OF THE CITY 
FORECAST BY THE TIMES 

THE CHATTANOOGA TIMES, at 
the opening of the year 1891, 
published answers to its ques-

tionnaire, "What Will Chattanooga's 
Population Be in 1900?" With the 
a n s w e r s , THE TIMES g a v e i t s o w n 
views in a striking editorial. The ed-
itorial, printed on Jan. 4, 1891, fol-
lows: 

"We print estimates of several 
prominent citizens on the probable 
population of the city in 1900. These 
run from 75,000 to 175,000, the aver-
age being about 100,000. Now, let 
us see what territory will be required 
to accommodate 100,000 population 
here, with all the needed space for 
railroad entrances, terminals, build-
ings and other public ground, hotels 
and all that sort of thing. Say there 
are, between the foot of Missionary 
Ridge and the river, on the east and 
west, and two lines run on the north 
and the south from Citico Furnace 
and from the foot of the mountain 
to the foot of the ridge, 9,000 acres; 
that's about right. Out of that can 
be gotten 45,000 fifty-foot lots. 

"One-third of this must be assigned 
to factory sites, railroad yards, build-
ings, rights of way, &c. The Na-
tional Cemetery, several smaller ones 
and the Cemetery Park will take out 
about the equivalent of 5,000 or more 
lots. That leaves 25,000 lots for people 
to live on, for business and small 
factories. The business houses would 
demand a third of these, or say 8,000 
lots, leaving 17,000 for residential 
use. The residential lots will accom-
modate an average of f ive people 
each, or 85,000 in all. This may serve 
to give the reader a rough estimate 
of what a city of 100,000 will require 
in the way of territory. 

Problem of Waste Land. 
"But there is some waste land in 

this area not usable for any purpose 
enumerated, without considerable ex-
pense; this would not be used until 
the town t egan to crowd the resi-
dents to the top and to the other side 
of Missionary Ridge, over the river, 
upon the mountain side and top and 
out to Sherman Heights in thousands. 
Imagine the city's population multi-
plied by three, the city proper, we 
mean, and then try to distribute the 
added GO,000 for yourself, reader, ana 
still leave room for the thousands al-
ready in the suburbs, and you can 
conclude, without our help, that a 
city of 100,000 here would mean 

estimates of the city's growth in ten 
years are men who have lived here 
for years, men of intelligence, whose 
judgment is worthy of attention. 

"We believe the average of these 
estimates quite within the mark and 
that every available lot in the terri-
tory mentioned at the opening of this 
article will be occupied within the 
next ten years; that we will have a 
city of 20,000 across the river; that 
Missionary Ridge will have along its 
crest, on the back slopes and on the 
rear ridges, not less than 5,000, and 
the mountain will be a thickly built 
town half way back to the Georgia 
line, giving the town, with suburbs, 
a total of 160,000." 

A Typical Estimate. 
One of the answers to the question 

came from A. J. Gahagan, who, at 
that time, had resided here for twen-
ty-five years. l i e said: 

"I think that the population of this 
city in 1900 will be about 80,000. It 
would be considerably more but for 
the fact that the suburbs will absorb 
a large proportion of the population 
during the next few years. I base 
this opinion on the fact that homes 
can be had cheaper and our facilities 
for rapid and convenient transit are 
such as to give people residing in the 
suburban districts about all the ben-
efits that those who live within the 
limits of the city now enjoy." 

WILLIAM G. McADQO 
For Years a Resident of Chattanooga 

—-A Briefless Lawyer. 
It was in May, 1882, that Chatta-

nooga received a new resident, Wil-
liam Gibbs McAdoo, son of a dis-
tinguished professor at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee. He was then 19 
years old. He came from Knoxville 
to take a hand in affairs, and his 
career included a term as clerk in 
the Federal District Court, the prac-
tice of law, a receivership for the 
local street railway, and then rail-
way promotion in East Tennessee. 
From that field he went, in June, 
1892, to New York, where he soon 
organized and promoted the build-
ing of the Hudson Tubes, connect-
ing New York and New Jersey 
under the Hudson River. His later 
activities as Secretary of the Treas-
ury, administrator of the railroads 
and political sponsor for the anti-
Smith movement are well known 
Mr. McAdoo was married twice. His 

another city on the surrounding high | first wife was Sarah Fleming. His 
grounds of not less than 25,000 more, second wife was the daughter of 
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we print below did it not contain 
such complimentary allusion to 
THE TIMES. The note accompanied 
several bottles of the very choic-
est wines and liquors; and such 
as is rarely kept in stock outside 
of the very largest cities. For the 
handsome present the publisher 
returns thanks; and to the flat-
tering statements in the note he 
bows in humble acknowledgment, 
thinking himself unworthy of so 
high an honor. The compliment 
is enhanced by the fact that the 
relations of the publisher with 
Mr. Thacher have been purely of 

leader 1U juatuaus -i au 
has built a great newspap.. 
that ramifies all over the v 
From its remote Canadian foi 
plant, where newsprint will soon bt> 
made on a tract that equals in ex-
tent the size of the State of Connec-
ticut, to China, where the world now 
watches the chess game of nations, 
The New York Times is in the front 
rank of action. Rulers, Ministers 
and world statesmen count its influ-
ence potent. GEO. T. FRY. 

PUTTING THE TENNESSEE 
ON THE FREIGHT MAP 

A P A G E F R O M T H E S O U V E N I R E D I T I O N O F 1892. 
T h i s I l l u s t r a t i on Covered a P a g e of T h e Cha t t anooga T i m e s Souven i r E d i t i o n of Dec . 8, 1892. T h e Special N u m b e r W a s I ssued in Celebra t ion 
of the Occupancy of t he P r e s e n t T imes Building. Ten of T h o s e P i c t u r e d A r e Alive, W h i l e T h i r t e e n H a v e Died . T h o s e Still Assoc ia ted W i t h 
T h e T i m e s A r e Adolph 3. Ochs, George W. Ochs -Oakes , M i l t o n B. Ochs , H . C. Adle r , W . S. W e i t z e l l and George E . H a t c h e r , 

Recalling those strenuous days of 
1892 when Chattanoogans were lay-
ing the foundation for recognition 
by the railways for an adequate 
freight rate for Chattanooga, is the 
circular letter printed below. Even 
in the early days it was realized our 
river was of like length, depth and 
volume of water with the Ohio and 
in some essentials the superior of 
that waterway. The banks and bot-
tom of the Tennessee are more per-
manent, its supply of water more uni-
form and less affected by droughts 
or floods. The Tennessee nevQj 
freezes and destructive overflows are 
rare. 

The Chattanooga Steamboat Com-
pany was organized to make rail-
ways, and freight rate makers real-
ize the river's possibilities as a 
freight carrier. 

The following circular letter 
breathes the spirit of today finding 
expression thirty-six years ago: 

Chattanooga Steamboat Company, 
Office, West Sixth Street. 

Adolph S. Ochs, President. 
S. D. Wester, Vice President. 
C. E. Stivers, Treasurer. 
J. P. Kindrick, Secy. & Mgr. 
Chattanooga, Tenn., July 25, 1892. 

To the Stockholders of the Chatta-
nooga Steamboat Company. 

Gentlemen: Nothing succeeds like 
success. The Chattanooga Steamboat 
Company must not only demonstrate 
the fact that the Tennessee River is 
navigable from Chattanooga to Pa-
ducah, Ky., but that the river can 
be profitably navigated and freight 
transported at a great saving on the 
present rates maintained by the rail-
roads centring in Chattanooga. 
From the experience had with an 
imperfect service with all the diffi-
culties contingent to all new enter-
prises, your Board of Directors are 
convinced that with a service ade-
quate to handle the business without 
delay and with regularity this can 
be done. We have passed the experi-
mental stage; we have paid well for 
necessary information? we are thor-
oughly convinced we can now navi-
gate the river profitably, but to d«» 
so we must have more boats and 
barges. To do full justice to the 
great work we have undertaken, to 
enlarge our facilities and make good 
dividends on our stock, your Board 
of Directors do hereby call in the 
full amount of subscriptions to the 
capital stock as per the terms of 

agreement, 5 per cent, per month, 
the first payment due Aug. 15, and 
the balance every thirty days there-
after. 

Accompanying this is the report of 
the President of the company, fully 

clearly setting forth the affairs 
of the company. We ask a careful 
perusal of the same. 

Please bear in mind that your 
Board of Directors are serving with-
out any compensation and the af-
fairs of your company require much 
of their time and attention. You can 
promote the work by being prompt 
in sending in your notes. 

Those who do not wish to give 
notes for future payments can send 
the full amount of the balance due 
on their subscription less five (5) per 
cent., and receive a fully paid-up 
Trustees' Certificate. 

You must dismiss from your minds 
all thought that your subscription to 
the stock of the Chattanooga Steam-
boat Company is in the nature of a 
donation. It is nothing of the kind. 
There is every reason to believe the 
investment will prove a profitable 
one directly to you. It will be the 
earnest endeavor of your Board of 
Directors to pay you a cash dividend 
when the next season closes. The 
Chattanooga Steamboat Company 
must prove a profitable investment 
if it is to have the influence it should 
have on our commerce. 


